PROFILE OF THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

The Constitution of the State of Michigan of 1963 provides that “the judicial power of the state
is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one
court of appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, one probate
court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature may establish by two-thirds vote of the
members elected to and serving in each house.”
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THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

ORGANIZATION OF THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

Supreme Court
7 Justices

State Court

Administrative Office

Court of Appeals
(4 Districts)
28 Judges

Circuit Court

(57 Circuits)
210 Judges
General Jurisdiction
Court, includes
Family Division

Court of Claims

Hears claims against the
State. This is a function of
the 30th Judicial Circuit
Court (Ingham County).

Probate/Juvenile Court

(78 Courts)
106 Judges

Certain types of cases may
be appealed directly to the
Court of Appeals.

District Court

(104 Districts)
259 Judges

Municipal Court

(5 Courts)
6 Judges
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